

Adopted 11/13/18


Introduced by Council Member Freeman and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Becton, Hazouri, Brosche, Pittman, Schellenberg, Gulliford, Morgan and R. Gaffney:
RESOLUTION 2018-746-A
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND HONORING CHIPPER JONES OF THE BOLLES SCHOOL AND  ATLANTA BRAVES ON THE OCCASION OF HIS INDUCTION INTO THE NATIONAL BASEBALL HALL OF FAME; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
baseball has long been characterized as America’s favorite  pastime; there were numerous legendary baseball players that have drawn countless numbers of fans to ballparks through the years and whose fabled careers continue to evoke admiration and awe, players such as Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Ted Williams, Jackie Robinson, Mickey Mantle, Nolan Ryan, Hank Aaron and Cal Ripken; and 
 WHEREAS,
Chipper Jones, the Atlanta Braves’ storied third baseman, was inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame on July 29, 2018, in his first year of eligibility; throughout his years in the major league, Chipper Jones amassed an array of awards including Most Valuable Player awards, games played as an All-Star, runs batted in (RBIs), runs scored, at bats, and as National League Rookie of the year; and
WHEREAS,
born Larry Wayne Jones, Jr. in 1972 in Deland, Florida, he received his nickname “Chipper” from his father and family who saw him as the proverbial “chip off the old block;” his father was a baseball coach whom he emulated; and
WHEREAS,
Chipper Jones revealed his love for baseball at an early age and played on Little League teams at age 7; in his freshman year in the high school where his father coached, he was a starting pitcher and played shortstop; after his freshman year, Chipper enrolled at the Bolles School in Jacksonville; in his three years at Bolles, the baseball team went 65-19 and won a State double-A Championship; he batted .483 in his senior year; and

WHEREAS,
the Atlanta Braves selected Jones in the 1990 Major League Baseball draft and from 1991 to 1993 he worked his way up through the Braves’ minor league organization, amassing phenomenal  statistics along the way for the Macon Braves, Durham Bulls, Greenville Braves and the triple-A Richmond Braves; Chipper Jones made his major league debut on September 11, 1993, as the youngest player in the National League; in 1995, he led all major league rookies in RBIs, games started, plate appearances and runs scored; he played in the 1995 and 1996 World Series; in 1999, Jones won the National League MVP (Most Valuable Player); on July 15, 2006, Jones recorded his 1,902nd career hit to become the Atlanta Braves’ all-time hit leader, passing Hank Aaron; and
WHEREAS,
Chipper Jones ended his stellar career as an Atlanta Braves slugger in 2012; he had spent his entire 19-year Major League Baseball career and all 23 years as a professional baseball player in the Atlanta Braves organization; on June 8, 2013, the Braves retired Jones’ number 10; on July 29, 2018 he was inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame in his first year of eligibility, a noteworthy feat; and
WHEREAS,
throughout his illustrious career with the Atlanta Braves and Major League Baseball, Chipper Jones epitomized teamwork, loyalty, sportsmanship and leadership, attributes of an athlete extraordinaire; he always strove to give the game his all; we congratulate him on his career records and wish him continued successes in the years ahead; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and honor Chipper Jones of the Bolles School and the Atlanta Braves on the occasion of his induction into the National Baseball Hall of Fame and extends its best wishes for continued successes in the years ahead.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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